
WORD RECTANGLE
For the tenth Gathering for Gardner, March/April, 2012

Across:

1 Tracing part of the graph ofx2 + y
2 = 1

2 Crossroads (curiously from Latinquadrifurcus)
3 Getting off the fence
4 Its last Earl before Prince Edward was killed in the Battle ofHastings

Down:

1 Had (fruck out)
2 Family of plants that includes canola
3 Some PC screens
4 Bouquet or eye part
5 Obama’s state bird
6 When Martin would have been XCVII

—Noam D. Elkies

Solution:

1D:Suggestedbythecolloquialconjugationof“freakout”( cf.3D).
2D:Asin“rapeseed”(fromtheLatinfor“turnip”).
3D:Theclue’sabbreviation“PC”suggestsanabbreviatedan swer(astandardconventionincrosswordpuzzles).
4D:ThisdoubleusagegoesallthewaybacktoancientGreek,v iathegoddessoftherainbow

(whencealsothenameoftheelementiridium,duetoitscolor fulcompounds).
5D:ThisnativenamefortheHawaiiangoosehaslongbeenaboo ntocruciverbalists.
6D:GardnerwasborninOctober1914,sowouldnotyethaverea ched98bytheendofthetenthGathering.

ARCING
CARRE4
OPTING
WESSEX

1A:Thegraphistheunitcircle;“arcing”isoneofaveryfewEnglishwordswherecispronouncedhardbeforei.
2A:“Quadrifurcus”contains“4”,butitcorrespondsto“car re-”,notto“-four”.
3A:Alas“gathering”isnotreallyasynonym,thoughbothcan mean“deciding”...

(I’drathernothaveused-inggerundsforboth1Aand3Abutfo undnoalternativewithgoodDownwords.)
4A:SeetheWikipediapageforWessex.


