
Acylation and Tosylation of Alcohols
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Tosylation Turns –OH Into an Excellent 
GLeaving Group
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Keep in mind: SN2 inverts stereochemistry.



Direct Conversion of Alcohols to Halides
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• convert –OH into a good leaving group
• invert stereochemistry at carbon.
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In the absence of pyridine, this 
reaction can retain stereochemistry.

Instruments for Characterizing Organic 
M l lMolecules

• Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) Spectroscopy• Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) Spectroscopy
(Wade Chapter 13)

• Infrared (IR) Spectroscopy
(Wade Chapter 12.1-12.12)

• Mass Spectrometry (MS)
(Wade Chapter 12.13-12.15)(Wade Chapter 12.13 12.15)


