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ESI Mass Spectrometry of 
Macromolecular ComplexesMacromolecular Complexes

• Great method for screening combinatorial libraries of potential ligands

Ion Mobility Spectrometry (and IMS-MS)

Ions are separated on the basis of p
collisional cross-section rather than mass, 
based on residence time in drift cell.

Works best for macromolecules and 
assemblies.



Ion Mobility Spectrometry

Different ion structures 
lead to different 
residence times in drift 
cell.

Traveling Wave IMS (Synapt HDMS)

Ions are exposed to potential barriers in drift tube.p p


