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Abstract

Three key reaction variables important to synthetic chemists include the reaction solvent, reaction tempera-
ture, and the choice of catalyst. The medium in which organic synthesis is performed is usually organic, while
most reactions tend to require either heating or cooling. The catalyst typically involves a metal, and more often
than not, is a precious metal such as palladium. This presentation will offer a win-win-win situation, address-
ing all of these issues from the standpoint of both economics and the environment. Several valued reactions
in organic synthesis will be discussed that can be run in water, with most taking place at room temperature.
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